I invite your attention to-day to a subject of great importance, and very directly suggested, not perhaps by any one case now in the wards, but by a combination of circumstances which you have witnessed during the last fortnight. It is to the prevalence of certain diseases in our hospital wards, which, taken collectively, amount to the proof of an epidemic morbid tendency; that is to say, which show, by the extent and manner of their diffusion, the existence of a morbid influence operating temporarily upon the population at
large. I cannot, indeed, show you in the wards a single typical case of this epidemic disorder, as it is seen so frequently outside, unless it be that of the woman just admitted into the fever ward. But, although I cannot place before you the ordinary forms of the epidemic (because these are commonly too mild to be admitted into hospital), I can show you its accidents and complications in sufficient number to furnish a text for some remarks on its nature and prevalence.
You may recollect that, at the beginning of the month, we had very few acute cases of disease, though there were many interesting chronic cases, chiefly of abdominal affections, and almost all of organic diseases. The few acute cases that we had were fevers, and these almost all of one kind, viz., enteric typhus, about which I may have more to say another time. Now, on the other hand, the wards are crowded with more or less acute cases of disease ; and most of these are diseases of the chest. Let me enumerate a few of them.
There is the case of the woman already noticed as having been admitted to the fever ward.
She is a healthy-looking young woman, who has been occupied as a domestic servant. She was seized, a few days ago, with shivering, succeeded by headache, pains in the limbs, sickness. Along with these there was a certain amount of catarrh, which has now settled (not very severely, however) upon the chest. The fever is now intense, and very much out of proportion to the severity of the catarrh. Headache persists, the skin is hot, the tongue loaded, the colour dingy, and the general aspect of the patient certainly goes far to justify her being sent to a fever ward. Nevertheless, I believe it will turn out not to be a case of fever, in the ordinary acceptation of the term ; but of the current epidemic?which I will take the liberty of 
